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8 NATURA PREZIOSA  

HerpeThon
           Una maratona per conoscere 
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HerpeThon è un’iniziativa della Societas Herpetologica Italica 
5$657$89:5;$<5=0;/>75$60$?@05/A5$ >19B>70$60$C;B0/;D$./>70AA>-
ta alla divulgazione dell’erpetologia, con particolare riferimento 
alla conservazione delle specie e degli ecosistemi tramite la co-
noscenza e l’educazione. Grazie ad incontri e rappresentazioni 
in diverse sedi e luoghi, spesso anche inusuali, ricercatori, co-
municatori della scienza e appassionati portano la propria com-
petenza e le proprie esperienze al grande pubblico, narrando di 
#/.E0$5$60$<511070$ 0/$9/$F;6;$60:@;B:0G;D$F>$:@05/10.@>F5/15$

ineccepibile. Tale “maratona” rappresenta un’esperienza unica a 
70G577;$F;/60>75$5$@;/:5/10B2$60$0/@B5F5/1>B5$07$@;0/G;7=0F5/1;$

e il livello di attenzione da parte di persone che normalmente 
non entrerebbero in contatto con questi Vertebrati. 
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6,-/(,1.$ %.))>E33.--&-,$ 2.-/0,R6.0&%&,-#).$ DZ,-/&$ Q&9&))&-&;$ "#*#;$ c0#-$
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0#6.-/.$%.//,$.$1&$@$120&//,$%&$/(//,$.$%&$3&4C$%#&$0&3,3,)#6.-/&$.88.//(#/&$
%#$8#-/,6#/&2&$#69&.-/#)&1/&$3#0#2#%(/#-%,$%#$.)&2,//.0&$&*-#0&$.1.63)#0&$
DH3,&$&-$2?&#0#$%&8:2,)/B$3.0$/,*)&.01&$)>&-*,690,$%.)$3#0#2#%(/.$(-#$',)/#$
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#//.00#/.^G;$#))#$5-.2.11&/B7$%&$6#66#$'&3.0#$%&$3#0/,0&0.$&$2(22&,)&$#00#6-
3&2#-%,1&$1($#09(1/&$.$#)9.0&$3.0$.'&/#0.$%&$.11.0.$6,01#$6,0/#)6.-/.$%#))#$
1(#$ 1/.11#$30,*.-&.;$:-,$#))>#''.).-#6.-/,$%.)).$ #2A(.$%&$ 3,++.$.$ 1/#*-&$
%,'.$1&$#99.'.0#$&)$9.1/&#6.$#)$3#12,),<
A proposito di armenti e serpenti, una leggenda riguarda il cosiddetto “mun-
*&R'#22?.7C$1&$/0#//.0.99.$%&$(-$2,)(90&%.$2?.;$9#)+#-%,$&630,''&1#6.-/.$
%#$/.00#;$ 1&$#//#22?.0.99.$#))#$6#66.))#$%&$(-#$6(22#$3.0$1(22?&#0-.$ &)$
)#//.]$1&6&)6.-/.$8#0.99.$1())>(,6,$(-$#)/0,$#(%#2.$1.03.-/.$2?.;$#330,:/-
/#-%,$%&$(-$6,6.-/,$%&$%&1/0#+&,-.$%&$(-#$6#%0.;$1&$#//#22?.0.99.$#)$1.-,$
)#12&#-%,$#)$-.,-#/,$)#$2,%#$A(#).H$52&(22&,7$3.0$-,-$8#0),$3&#-*.0.<
N-$1.-1,$3,1&/&',;$&-'.2.;$'#$1.*-#)#/#$(-#$6#-&8.1/#+&,-.$2?.$6.12,)#$&)$1#20,$
#)$30,8#-,C$1&#6,$#$V,2()),;$3&22,),$3#.1&-,$&-$30,'&-2&#$%.))>EA(&)#;$%,'.$,*-&$
#--,$&)$30&6,$%&$6#**&,$1&$1',)*.$)#$3&//,0.12#$30,2.11&,-.$%.&$51.03#0&7$&-$,-,-
0.$%&$Q#-$=,6.-&2,$D3#/0,-,$%.)$3#.1.$2?.$30,/.**.$2,-/0,$&)$6,01,$%.&$1.0-
3.-/&$.$2?.$?#$&)$3,/.0.$%&$*(#0&0.$).$6#)#//&.$%.&$%.-/&G<$=,3,$&)$0&/,$0.)&*&,1,;$
)#$1/#/(#$%.)$Q#-/,$'&.-.$#%%,99#/#$2,-$*0,'&*)&$%&$1.03.-/&$'&'&$D1&$/0#//#$%&$
&--,2(&$2.0',-&;$U)#3?.$A(#/(,0)&-.#/#G$.$3,0/#/#$#$13#))#$&-$30,2.11&,-.<
e#2.-%,$(-$9#)+,$&-%&./0,$-.)$/.63,;$#-%&#6,$-.))>#-/&2#$c0.2&#$.$1,88.0-
6&#6,2&$1())#$:*(0#$6&/,),*&2#$%&$E12).3&,$D,$U12()#3&,GC$:*)&,$%.)$%&,$E3,)),$
.$%&$E01&-,.;$'.-&'#$'.-.0#/,$2,6.$&)$%&,$%.))#$6.%&2&-#$.$&)$1(,$2()/,$#'.'#$
&)$2.-/0,$-.))#$2&//#%&-#$%&$U3&%#(0,<$f.(1;$-.))>.).'#0),$#)$0#-*,$%&$%&'&-&/B;$
8.2.$%&$)(&$(-#$2,1/.))#+&,-.;$)#$2,1/.))#+&,-.$%&$b:(2,$D%#)$*0.2,$,:gh,1;$
2,)(&$ 2?.$ /&.-.$ &)$ 1.03.-/.G<$i.-.;$ #$ A(.)$ /.63,$1&$ 3.-1#'#$2?.$9#1/#11.$
dormire in un santuario consacrato ad Asclepio per guarire da ogni malattia, 
/#-/,$2?.$&-$,*-&$/.63&,$2>.0#$#)6.-,$(-$1.03.-/.$30,'.-&.-/.$%#$U3&%#(0,$
530,-/,7$#$2(0#0.$&$6#)#/&H$6,0%.-%,)&<$Q,),$).**.-%#T$j(k$1.690#0.$1/0#-
-,;$6#$(-$8,-%,$%&$'.0&/B$2>@;$2,6.$?#--,$%&6,1/0#/,$#)2(-&$0&2.02#/,0&$DE--
*.).//&$.$#)/0&G$&-$(-$&-/.0.11#-/.$#0/&2,),$3(99)&2#/,$-.)$ \\`C$)#$1#)&'#$%&$
#)2(-&$2,)(90&%&$D)>#-&6#).$1/(%&#/,$@$1/#/,$&)$2.0',-.;$U)#3?.$A(#/(,0)&-.#/#G$
2,-/&.-.$%.)).$1,1/#-+.$2?.$3,11,-,$8#',0&0.$)#$2&2#/0&++#+&,-.$%&$3&22,).$
8.0&/.$1(3.0:2&#)&<$l(&-%&$&)$6,01,$Y$&--,2(,$Y$%.)$1.03.-/.$&-$30,11&6&/B$%&$
(-#$8.0&/#$3,/0.99.$8#2&)&/#0-.$)#$*(#0&*&,-.<
A proposito di morsicature, terminiamo la parte dedicata ai serpenti dan-
%,$#)2(-.$&-8,06#+&,-&$%&$9#1.$1()$8#/&%&2,$56,01,$%&$'&3.0#7C$&--#-+&/(//,$
0&2,0%&#6,$2?.$/(//&$&$1.03.-/&;$'&3.0.$2,630.1.;$/.-%,-,$#$12#33#0.$%#$
3,/.-+&#)&$6&-#22.$D(,6,$&-$30&6&1G$.$1,),$1.$6.11&$#)).$1/0.//.$,$6,).1/#/&$
/.-/#-,$%&$%&8.-%.01&$2,-$).$5#06&7$#$),0,$%&13,1&+&,-.<$N-$1.2,-%,$)(,*,;$
1.$#%.*(#/#6.-/.$'.1/&/&$ D12#03,-2&-&$.$3#-/#),-&$ )(-*?&G$.$8#2.-%,$#/-
/.-+&,-.$#&$0&8(*&$&%,-.&$3.0$*)&$,:%&$D.1C$3&./0#&.;$8#12.$%&$/0#-1&+&,-.$/0#$
#69&.-/&$%&'.01&;$.22<G;$6,)/,$6#$6,)/,$%&8:2&)6.-/.$1&$'.00B$#$2,-/#//,$
%&0.//,$2,-$A(.1/&$#-&6#)&<



20

U12)(%.-%,$)#$3&22,)#$.$30.11,2?X$&--,2(#$'&3.0#$%.))>b01&-&;$&)$6,01,$%.)).$
#)/0.$'&3.0.$30.1.-/&$&-$N/#)&#$-,-$@$-.2.11#0&#6.-/.$#11,2&#/,$#))>#''.).-#-
6.-/,;$3.02?X$)>#-&6#).$3(k$6,0%.0.$1.-+#$&-,2()#0.$&)$'.).-,$D1&$/0#//#$%.)$
2,1&%%.//,$56,01,$1.22,7G<$=>#)/0#$3#0/.$#$A(.1/&$1.03.-/&$&)$'.).-,$1.0'.$
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